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cosmopolitan as it is local, as rooted in
history as it’s constantly changing,” is the
brand’s motto.
Today there are two Ghurka stores
in New York where one can
purchase these finely
crafted products. Ghurka
also embarks on
specialised projects;
they designed a
leather menu, wine
list covers and
placemats for the
restaurant Eleven

Madison Park and created special
hand-numbered tote bags for The New
Yorker festival. They also collaborated
with Park & Bond on a limited edition
bag. Wallpaper* Magazine also had
Ghurka create a custom design for their
Handmade issue to display at the Salone
Internazionale del Mobile in Milan.

For more on Ghurka visit the
website www.ghurka.com or the
stores in Manhattan
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ptly named Ghurka, this
sumptuous American
leatherwear brand was
founded on the spirit of
the Ghurka warrior, a
band of soldiers who lived
deep in the Himalayas
and were famous for their military prowess. The
Ghurka name is derived from the 8th Century
Hindu warrior-saint Guru Gorakhnath – and today
it proudly marks a range of equally exceptional,
strong products.
Marley Hodgson founded this adventurespirited leather brand in the 1970s after finding
a treasure at an auction - campaign gear made
for a Ghurka regimental officer who had been
stationed in India at the start of the 1900s.
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This first purchase led Hodgson to
meet a remarkable English tanner family,
who passed on some of the secrets of
the ancient tanning process. When he
returned to America, where he lived,
Hodgson created the first Ghurka bag, a
knapsack for his son. This bag is still in
the family – in fact, his granddaughter
uses it every day.
Today a range of exquisitely made
luxury leather items are created under the
Ghurka brand in Norwalk, Connecticut.
The company’s headquarters are in
Manhattan, New York. The spirit of
making the finest goods by hand is still
very much part of the Ghurka brand, in
the same tradition that those Ghurka
military items were created by hand by
artisans in the 18th and 19th Centuries.
Ghurka bags all come with a unique
style number that indicates the order in
which the specific style came onto the
market. A number 5 for instance – the
Examiner bag – was the fifth style to
be introduced. The designs include
everything from weekenders and
wallets to rifle holders. All
are timeless – unaffected
by trends, Ghurka
creates gear that is
exquisitely crafted
yet totally functional.
“A Ghurka bag is
as international as
it is American, as

