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there is something else
to do besides eating and
drinking and lazing about
in tuscany's rolling hills
and olive groves – and
that is play golf

get that

eagle
There is Tuscany, and then there
is this kind of Tuscany. Located

on 4 500 acres of land in the

in tuscany

heart of the Val d'Orcia Artistic,
Natural and Cultural Park,
lolls the heritage-laden estate,
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and that is play golf. You may even be able
to get that elusive eagle on this glorious
piece of heaven on earth. What used to
be a busy agricultural estate serving the
needs of its residents was transformed
into a magnificent country estate for the
Ferragamo family.
According to the hotel, “never before
in Italy has a golf club been constructed
with such attention to minute details found
only in the world's best courses”. And that
sums it up perfectly: this is exactly where
you want to be to stretch out that stroke or
practice your putting.
Lying between the estate’s charming
Tuscan farmhouses and superbly luxe
best of the best 2013

villas is a members-only golf club and
driving range. This beautiful 18-hole
championship course was designed by
American Tom Weiskopf, a championship
golfer who is just as famous for his
meticulous course designs. Weiskopf won
16 PGA Tour titles between 1968 and
1982 and famously won the US Senior
Open in 1995, beating Jack Nicklaus.
Since his retirement he has become a
notable golf course architect. The golf
course is not only expertly designed; it also
boasts magnificent views of the protected
nature reserve.
Of course, this private membership
estate had a number of reasons for creating

the golf course, not least of which was to
preserve the legacy of the land and ensure
that it would remain intact for the next
generation. And the next. Italians, like most
Europeans, have a soft spot for heritage
and here on this exquisite course, history
rolls along as smoothly as the balls on
the greens. Walk out with your handsome
caddy and feel that light Tuscan breeze,
some soft sunshine quietly brushing on
your neck and the blue skies ready to guide
you around the course.
The facilities here are world-class…
There’s a 13-station driving range and
dedicating putting and chipping green,
an elegant club house located in an old
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I

n picture-perfect Tuscany there
are a few things to do, but
what everyone agrees on doing
primarily is eating and drinking.
The food is pretty much sent
from the Roman gods and maybe
even a few others; everything
that is loved about Italian cuisine
comes from this famous area. The wine is
certainly some of the finest available; the
Sangiovese grape and the Vernaccia grape
variations, for example, have received
serious cult status in wine communities.
But there is something else to do
besides eating and drinking and lazing
about in the rolling hills and olive groves -
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Castiglion Del Bosco
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on this breathtaking estate are exactly
where you’ll want to be. There are nine in
all, ranging from 3 000 to 6 000 square
feet in size. Each has been individually
decorated in traditional style taking into
account the flavours of the landscape
and the history of the region. Antiques
and local craft items blend together in a
Siennese fantasy.

Each villa boasts its own heated
outdoor swimming pool in natural stone.
For easy entertaining, there’s a barbecue
terrace and well-equipped kitchen,
created by Tuscan designer Riccardo
Barthel where a personal chef prepares
delectable dishes for guests and club
members to enjoy. Switch on the music,
pour some wine, look out over the hills,
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trees and beautiful olive groves… this is
what it’s like to live the dream.
Over the years, the wines produced
on the estate have been recognised for
their excellence. In 2004, acclaimed
international Wine Master Nicolo D’Afflitto
took charge of winemaking at Castiglion
del Bosco, and he has since been joined
by locally trained enologist Cecilia
Leoneschi. Their forte is crafting modern
Brunellos. Club members have access

to the dining and tasting room, personal
wine storage lockers within the Cantina,
an annual allotment of the estate wines
and grappa and invitations to exclusive
wine events.
Once you’ve sampled the wines,
the food and the golf, it’s time to head
upstairs to rest. A giant four-poster
bed awaits. There is nothing quite as
rewarding as sleep after a perfect day in
Toscana heaven.

Castiglion del Bosco is located in the
Province of Siena, just 60 miles south of
Florence and 125 miles north of Rome.
There is a daily overnight Air France flight
to Paris from Johannesburg and Cape
Town. From Paris connect to Rome with
Air France – there are 8 2-hour flights from
Paris to Rome daily.

www.airfrance.co.za

For more information on Castiglion
del Bosco Villas and Golf Club,
tel +39.0577.1913001, or visit
www.castigliondelbosco.com).
Note that membership is by
invitation only
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converted Tuscan farmhouse complete
with pro shop, Tuscan griglia and
naturally, a drinking hole for after the
game. Of course there’s no problem with
overcrowding as there’s an exclusive
membership policy and excellent service
is the order of the day. Troon Golf, the big
name in golf management, looks after the
golf programme here.
When you come off the golf course,
and have had a drink or two, and it's
time to put your feet up, the resort villas

How To Get There
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Each has been
individually
decorated in
traditional
style taking
into account the
flavours of the
landscape and
the history of the
region

